Gas Quality Stakeholders’ Technical Committee Meeting Notes 

Gas Company Tower, Los Angeles, CA

May 12, 2005

1. Introductions & Meeting Goals (Kevin Shea, SoCalGas)

The Committee agreed that the focus is on identifying and attempting to address the concerns and issues of each of the stakeholders.  The NGC+ Data Gap Analysis will be utilized as a road map in defining what data is needed, and whether the data is available, or still needs to be collected.  This group will essentially replace the Air Advisory group, which had been regularly meeting with SoCalGas to discuss gas quality issues and concerns.

This committee will attempt to focus its’ attention on technical issues and concerns, and review of data.  Separately, a “Policy Issues” stakeholder group will meet on a regular basis to debate positions, and offer policy recommendations to the CPUC, CEC, and other agencies.

2. SoCalGas NGV Legacy Fleet Study Update (Mike Landau, SoCalGas)

SoCalGas is working with Detroit Diesel Corporation (DDC) and South West Research Institute on test protocols and gas specifications for testing the DDC 50 G Engine.  The goal is to test the engines on MN 80 down to MN 73 to determine engine capabilities in operating over a fuel specification wider than the current DDC specification and for DDC to update the fuel specification.  Emission data will be collected and analyzed as part of the Study.  The tests are expected to be completed by the end of July.  

3. Gas Quality & LNG Research Study – Phase II (Larry Sasadeusz, SoCalGas)

SoCalGas has initiated a phase two testing effort to the Gas Quality & LNG Research Study completed earlier this year.  A draft of the Phase II study plan will be sent to the Technical Committee for input and comment.  There will be two areas of investigation in Phase II.  One area of investigation will be on the equipment performance impacts of changing Btu values (from 1100 to 1150) while maintaining Wobbe Number 1400.  The other area of investigation is on the Low NOx boilers.  These boilers will be tuned to the 1400 Wobbe Number gas and tested against lower Wobbe Number and Lower Btu gases for performance and emissions. 

4. CEC – Natural Gas Public Interest Research Program $ 12 MM – Overview (Phillip Misermer)

· Gas Efficiency – Improve efficiency in Gas Equipment

$ 6.00 MM

· Renewables – Alternative Fuel Sources



$ 5.00 MM

· Environmental - Potential Funding for Gas Quality Studies 
$ 2.25 MM

· Strategic Analysis – 





$ 1.25 MM

Potential for Funding Dr. Liu’s questions on economics of LNG 

Treatment options: Stripping Hydrocarbons (Source / Destination), Nitrogen Injection, Other.

· Administration






$ 1.50 MM

5. CEC – Natural Gas Public Interest Research Program -  (Marla Mueller, CEC)

· Discussed Multi Year Program on air quality implications of LNG, natural gas interchangeability and the program advisory committee.  (Bill Boyer and Kevin Shea Volunteered for the committee).

· Earliest Start Date August or September 2005

· Sole Source contracts in 2005  

· SoCalGas and Occidental Elk Hills discussed option of early funding to get projects off ground.

Data Gap Analysis Discussion (Bill Boyer, Occidental Elk Hills & Kevin Shea, SoCalGas)
· Data Bases

· Compilation of Existing Information

· Identification of Gaps 

· Next Steps / Resources / Roles & Responsibilities / Financial Resources

6. Appliances (SoCalGas Lead)

· GTI role in summarizing current test results and testing protocols used

· Air Quality & LNG Research Study, GTI Study, Other Resources and prior studies

· Discussion

· Discussed range of gas compositions (BTU and Wobbe number) to cover broad range

· Appliance penetration

· Statistical representation

· Burner type/technology; e.g., instant H2O heaters, gas logs.

· Long-term tests for appliances

· Modeling might help here

· Need to track GAMA testing

· Mal-adjusting appliances may not be worth doing.

7. Turbines & Micro Turbines & Power Boilers (SoCalGas will take lead with LADWP)

· Data Base From CEC via Sempra LNG – Complete

· Discussion:

· Some data crunching needed for existing turbine/PM/boiler info.

· Gaps exist for effects on large turbine durability and performance (efficiency); very expensive ($1.8 MM) to conduct these tests.

· Gas change compensation data needed.

· What can SCR really handle?  Need to engage catalyst manufacturer.

· Who can lead turbine issues?

· Calpine

· Which turbines are attached to PUC Reg.?

· How many turbines are attached to interstate pipelines or sources other than CPUC regulated lines

8. Large Industrial & Commercial Burners (CEC, SoCalGas)

· Discussion

· Use South Coast’s definitions to identify equipment.
· GTI should do Phase II work.
· May be encompassed by CEC work.

· Need to look at complete combustion systems; not just burners.
· What portion of NOx emissions in California attributed to this sector?
9. I.C. Engines – Stationary (Marty Kay, SCAQMD / Noel Muyco, SoCalGas) 

· SCAQMD Current Rule Making 

· SCAQMD Survey in progress – Marty Kay to provide

· Mobile – NGV’s to be coordinated by SoCalGas, with ARB involvement

10. Feedstock / Process Applications (Not Discussed)

11. Meeting wrap-up:  Review major conclusions, revisit meeting objectives to evaluate what was accomplished and what remains to be done.  Review assignments and expectations, also review target dates for completion * Set tentative time and location for next meeting set up designated communications points, updates, notices – through a state website, or SoCalGas

Approximately end of May / early June – PG&E / SoCalGas are to issue a document that lists the areas of commonality in gas specifications that both utilities can live with.

Around mid-June, anticipate the next Stakeholder Policy group meeting with PG&E, SoCalGas, and other stakeholders, with active involvement by the CEC.  This meeting will likely be held in San Francisco.

The next meeting of the Technical Stakeholder Committee will hopefully precede the Policy Group meeting in mid-June.

For the time being, SoCalGas agreed to post much of the information and data from the technical group’s work on their Website.

