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SoCalGas Statement on Senate Bill 57 
 
Senate Bill 57 (Stern) would extend the moratorium on natural gas injections at the Aliso Canyon storage 
facility until the Root Cause Analysis of the natural gas leak that started in October 2015 has been 
completed.  SB 57 would also require the California Public Utilities Commission to complete its analysis 
regarding the need for the Aliso Canyon by the end of this year. SoCalGas issued the following statement 
in opposition of the legislation:  
 
“We understand that some members of the community are concerned about the status of the root 

cause analysis, and we appreciate that some in the legislature are trying to address those 

concerns.  However, Senate Bill 57 is unnecessary.  

“According to a federal report, the leak occurred in the outer casing of SS-25. The State’s comprehensive 

safety review has demonstrated that the outer casing of every well approved for use is safe. Moreover, 

under new regulations gas will no longer flow through the casing. Gas will only flow through newly 

installed and pressure-tested, inner, steel tubing. In total, more than 50 miles of new pipe has been 

installed in approved wells. 

“While well intentioned, SB 57 does not enhance safety at Aliso Canyon.  Instead, it needlessly puts 

more than 20 million people, thousands of businesses, and critical facilities, like electric generators, 

refineries, universities, and hospitals, at risk of natural gas and electricity service interruption. The CPUC 

has determined the existing production capacity at Aliso Canyon is insufficient to meet estimated 

demand in the coming season. 

“The Aliso Canyon storage facility is safe. SoCalGas has met the conditions, new laws, and regulations 

introduced over the last year and has made extensive infrastructure enhancements that go beyond the 

requirements of any law or regulation to address concerns raised by the Porter Ranch community. 

“To protect the reliability of natural gas and electricity services for the more than 20 million people that 

we serve in communities across Southern California, we respectfully oppose SB 57.” 

  

### 
 
MEDIA CONTACT:  SoCalGas | 24-Hour Media Line: 213-244-2442 | socalgas.com/newsroom  

http://www.socalgas.com/newsroom

