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	August 2003

ABC Company

	555 West Fifth Street

	Los Angeles, CA 90051

	


To Customer Contact:

Subject:
Emergency Standby Engines
The purpose of this letter is to explain the recent changes that were approved by the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) to guidelines that apply to emergency standby engines. It is important to note that these changes only apply to the operation of new standby engines, relocated standby engines, and to modified standby engines where there is an emissions increase. These changes do not apply to your existing emergency standby engines.

· Emergency diesel engines must comply with the U.S. EPA Tier 2 emission standards. Emission standards and the date the standards are implemented are shown in Table 1. Note that an exception is allowed for fire pumps in the event that UL-certified fire pumps, meeting the Tier 2 emission standards, are not available.
· Spark-ignition engines (e.g. natural gas engines) are required for emergency generators that are used in “interruptible electric service programs”. Emission limits for these engines are set at less than 1.5 grams/bhp-hr for oxides of nitrogen (NOx) and volatile organic compounds (VOC) and 2.0 grams /bhp-hr for carbon monoxide (CO). (An interruptible electric service program is a program in which the facility receives payment or reduced rates in return for a requirement to reduce its electric load on the grid when requested to do so by the utility, the grid operator, or other organization).

Available Natural Gas Technologies: Both lean burn engines and rich burn engines that are equipped with non-selective catalytic reduction (3 way catalyst) can achieve the emission limits discussed in the preceding section. You should contact your local engine distributor for more information on product costs, technology benefits and equipment availability. 

If you have any questions, please call the Southern California Gas Company’s Air Quality Answer line at 562-803-7428 or call the SCAQMD at 909-396-2468.  For more detailed information on emergency standby engine regulations please refer to the SCAQMD staff report which can be viewed on the Internet at http://www.aqmd.gov/bact/MSBACT_Staff%20Report.doc.

Also, you should be aware that additional regulatory measures are being considered by SCAQMD and by California Air Resources Board (CARB) that may affect the operational requirements and use of both new and existing emergency standby diesel engines.  Contact these agencies for more information.

This letter and its attachments are being provided solely for informational purposes.  Although SoCalGas has used reasonable efforts to assure the accuracy of this letter, no representation is made that the contents are free from error.   SoCalGas assumes no responsibility for use of, or reliance on, this information by any party, and specifically suggests that such parties discuss any decisions or actions related hereto with their own advisors and experts.

Sincerely,

The Southern California Gas Company
Table 1.

  U.S. EPA Tier 2 Certification Levels Required for Compression-ignition Engines (6-6-2003)a)

	Rating/Size


	Applicable to Applications Deemed Complete After
	NMHC + NOx 
	CO
	PM

	50 ( HP < 100
	6/30/2004
	7.5 grams/kW-hr

(5.6 grams/bhp-hr)
	5.0 grams/kW-hr

(3.7 grams/bhp-hr)
	0.40 grams/kW-hr

(0.30 grams/bhp-hr)

	100 ( HP < 175
	6/30/2003
	6.6 grams/kW-hr

(4.9 grams/bhp-hr)
	5.0 grams/kW-hr

(3.7 grams/bhp-hr)
	0.30 grams/kW-hr

(0.22 grams/bhp-hr)

	175 ( HP < 300
	6/30/2003
	6.6 grams/kW-hr

(4.9 grams/bhp-hr)
	3.5 grams/kW-hr

(2.6 grams/bhp-hr)
	0.20 grams/kW-hr

(0.15 grams/bhp-hr)

	300 ( HP < 600
	6/6/2003
	6.4 grams/kW-hr

(4.8 grams/bhp-hr)
	3.5 grams/kW-hr

(2.6 grams/bhp-hr)
	0.20 grams/kW-hr

(0.15 grams/bhp-hr)

	600 ( HP < 750
	6/6/2003
	6.4 grams/kW-hr

(4.8 grams/bhp-hr)
	3.5 grams/kW-hr

(2.6 grams/bhp-hr)
	0.20 grams/kW-hr

(0.15 grams/bhp-hr)

	(750 HP
	6/30/2006
	6.4 grams/kW-hr

(4.8 grams/bhp-hr)
	3.5 grams/kW-hr

(2.6 grams/bhp-hr)
	0.20 grams/kW-hr

(0.15 grams/bhp-hr)


a) Information (modified for this document) from SCAQMD, Staff Report for MSBACT Guidelines for Emergency Compression-Ignition (Diesel) Engines – April 2003


