
TURN Data Request 03 to SoCalGas in A. 08-09-023

1. Please provide SoCalGas’ business case analysis used to justify its Remote Access Meter Reading (RAMR) project authorized in the 2008 general rate case and described in the capital workpapers supporting (Budget Item #182, p. 1) of SCG-7 (Customer Service Operations). Also for the RAMR project please provide, 

a. the current number and location of meters installed, 

b. the annual recorded costs to date broken out by equipment and software (meter modules, mobile units, IT, etc.), 

c. provide the amount of contingency funding that a) SoCalGas requested, b) received for its RAMR project, and c) spent to date for the project, 

d. the number of meters (annually) that required replacement to accommodate the RAMR meter module and their associated cost, 

e. the annual costs for project management of the RAMR project, 

f. a description of the equipment warranties held by SoCalGas, broken out by equipment type, for all associated capital equipment of its RAMR project, and 

g. the number of meter reading management positions added since 2006 due to the RAMR project as well as the labor, nonlabor, and overhead costs associated with those positions. 

2. Please elaborate on SoCalGas’ comment concerning the status of its RAMR project assuming this AMI project is not approved as discussed on pp. III-8 and 9 of SCG-3 and provide the business plans and business case analysis for that switch in technologies. Further, provide SoCalGas’ business case and/or cost benefit analysis that justifies its decision to abandon the RAMR purpose of reading “hard to read” meters with SoCalGas new business plans to implement SDG&E’s gas AMI technology where SoCalGas’ gas service territory overlaps SDG&E’s electric service territory. 

3. Please provide SoCalGas’ latest meter reading study or analysis breaking out the number of “hard to read meters” in the districts where SoCalGas’ gas service territory overlaps with SDG&E’s electric service territory versus SoCalGas’ service territory that overlaps Los Angeles Water and Power’s electric service territory. 

4. Please explain whether the SoCalGas’ AMI project will strand the recorded costs of its RAMR project and describe how those costs have been accounted for in both ratemaking and AMI business case analysis.

5. Please explain whether and how SoCalGas has accounted for its forecast of $900,000/year in benefits resulting from its authorized RAMR project in its AMI business case analysis. Please provide all calculations, assumptions and other data used to support SoCalGas’ response. 

6. Please provide the annual costs and associated revenues for SoCalGas to read 119,000 electric meters for SDG&E for recorded years 1999-2008. Also please provide for the last 5 recorded years, the annual revenues received from SoCalGas for reading meters for a) City of San Clemente, and b) Capistrano Valley Water District.  

