


DATA REQUEST

Southern California Gas Company Test Year 2012 GRC

A.10-12-006

Date:  
March 8, 2011

Responses Due:  March 22, 2011

To:

Ronald van der Leeden
RvanderLeeden@semprautilities.com

(213) 244-2009

From:

Truman Burns, Project Coordinator



Donna Fay Bower, Assistant Project Coordinator



Division of Ratepayer Advocates



505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 4205



San Francisco, CA  94102

Originated by:  
Dao Phan

Phone:
415-703-5249

Email:
dao@cpuc.ca.gov

Data Request No:  DRA-SCG-055-DAO

Exhibit Reference:   SCG-3, Transmission

Subject:
Pipeline O&M

Please provide the following:

1. Pages JLD-9 and JLD-10 provide a discussion of the Department of Transportation (DOT) safety fee assessments.  Please identify the number of PHMSA Reported Miles by Utility as filed on Form F 7100.2-1 for each year from 2005-2010.

2. Please provide the calculations behind the numbers in the table entitled, “Department of Transportation (DOT) Pipeline Safety Fees (NSE Expense), on page 29 of the workpapers.

3. With regard to page 29 of the workpapers, please define “DOT Qualified Miles from Prior 2yr Annual Reporting Period” and explain how SCG determined the annual number of miles for years 2005-2010.

4. With regard to page 29 of the workpapers, please explain the difference between the number of miles identified under column, “DOT Qualified Miles from Prior 2yr Annual Reporting Period” and those under column “2009 PHMSA Reported Miles by Utility.”

5. With regard to page 29 of the workpapers, please define “DOT Allocated Assessment Basis Rate (rate per/mile of pipeline),” and explain how SCG determined the annual expenses from 2005-2010.  Please also state if these annual costs are estimates or recorded.

6. With regard to page 29 of the workpapers, please define “Average Annual Base Rate” and explain how SCG determined the annual expenses from 2005-2010.  Please also state if these annual costs are estimates or recorded.

7. With regard to page 29 of the workpapers, please define “Rate per/mile” as stated in the column next to “Forecast Invoice Amount.”  Please explain how this rate per mile is calculated.

8. With regard to page 29 of the workpapers, please explain how SCG determined 3994 miles for 2012 and 3992 for 2013.  Please include a copy of all supportive documents and/or calculations used.

9. Please provide the “2010 Adjusted Recorded Expense” and identify the actual Oct-Dec 2009 and Jan-Sep 2010 invoiced amounts in the format presented on page 28 of the workpapers.

10. On page 7 of the workpapers, SCG forecasts $750,000 for “Expense associated with the removal of previously abandoned pipe. This is an unanticipated additional cost beyond the original abandonment removal costs that occurred years ago.”  Please answer the following questions with regard to this statement:

a. Provide the 2005-2010 annual expenses of removing previously abandoned pipelines.  Also, identify the number of requests for removal of pipelines each year.

b. Provide a detailed explanation of how SCG calculates and tracks the expenses of pipeline removal.  For example, is it per project or per foot of pipeline?  Is there a unit cost used?

c. Provide the “original” annual amount authorized for the removal of previously abandoned pipelines, identify the account used to track this expense, and indicate the time when this amount was authorized.  Provide any relevant references to CPUC decisions. 

d. Please explain if the expenses associated with the removal of previously abandoned pipelines were discontinued.  If so, please provide documentation to confirm that these expenses were removed from SCG’s revenue requirement.  If not, please explain how the “original” removal costs are being treated.

e. Please provide a copy of all calculations used, including a copy of all documents relied on, to forecast $750,000.  Please also identify the number of requests SCG believes it will receive for removal work in 2012.

11. With regard to page 33 of the workpapers, please provide a copy of all supportive documents and calculations used to determine the numbers in the table entitled, “Forecast of Estimated Annual Average Footage and resulting Cost Impact.”  Please state if the numbers in this table are based on actual projects.  If so, please identify the projects, the year(s) in which the projects were carried out, and a copy of all invoices showing the projects’ costs.

12. Please specifically identify the revisions to General Order 95, as referenced on page JLD-11.

13. With regard to SCG’s discussion of the pole inspection/restoration/replacement program on page JLD-11, please provide the annual expenses of this program for 2005-2010.

14. With regard to page 36 of the workpapers, please provide the calculations used to determine the detailed inspections of 70 poles in high fire threat areas, for a total of $9,100, and the intrusive inspections of 27 poles, for a total of $8,100, as forecasted for 2012.

Provide two copies of the above information as it becomes available but no later than the due date identified above.  If you are unable to provide the information by this date, please provide a written explanation to the data request Originator seven calendar days before the due date as to why the response date cannot be met and your best estimate of when the information can be provided.  Please identify the person who provides the response and his (her) phone number.

Provide electronic responses if possible, and set of hard copy responses with your submittal to the data request originator and the DRA Project Coordinator(s).  All data responses need to have each page numbered, referenced, and indexed so worksheets can be followed.  If any number is calculated, include a copy of all electronic files so the formula and their sources can be reviewed.

If you have any questions regarding this data request, please call the originator at the above phone number.
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