OIR ON THE COMMISSION’S OWN MOTION TO ADOPT NEW SAFETY AND RELIABILITY REGULATIONS FOR NATURAL GAS TRANSMISSION AND DISTRIBUTION PIPELINES AND RELATED RATEMAKING MECHANISMS                                      (R.11-02-019)

(DATA REQUEST DRA-DAO-4)
______________________________________________________________________


QUESTION- DAO4-1:

On page 49 of the testimony, Sempra states, “The NTSB’s criterion exceeds the miles of pipelines operated in High Consequence Areas by SoCalGas by 247 miles and the pipelines operated by SDG&E in High Consequence Areas by 37 miles.  In other words, the NTSB directives apply to 284 miles of transmission Pipelines operated by SoCalGas and SDG&E that are not part of our existing Transmission Pipeline Integrity Management Programs, and exceed those requirements by about 21%.” Please answer the following questions regarding this statement:
a. Provide a copy of all documents relied on, and any and all calculations, and/or models used to determine that the NTSB’s criterion exceeds the miles of pipelines operated in HCAs by 284 miles.  

b. Explain how the 284 miles (247 for SoCalGas and 37 for SDG&E) were derived.

c. Provide a detailed explanation stating how and when Sempra determined that the 284 miles were not part of Sempra’s Transmission Pipeline Integrity Management Programs.  

d. Identify the criterion used to determine that the 284 miles were not part of the Transmission Pipeline Integrity Management Programs.

e. Provide a detailed explanation, and include a copy of all documents and calculations relied on, to determine that the 284 miles exceed the requirements of the Transmission Pipeline Integrity Management Programs by 21%.

f. For the 284 miles of transmission pipelines in the statement above, please explain in detail how Sempra has maintained the safety and integrity of these pipelines.  

g. Please identify the cost of maintaining, including leak surveys and repairs or replacements, any and all inspection activities performed on these pipelines each year for the past 5 years,

h. How has Sempra accounted for the cost to maintain the 284 miles of pipelines in the statement above for the past 5 years?

RESPONSE DAO4-1(a):
The NTSB recommendations are inclusive of pipelines within an HCA as well as pipelines within Class 3 and 4 that are not HCA.  As explained below, there are two approaches to calculating the population density along a pipeline.  Since NTSB specified that both approaches be used, there are 284 miles of transmission pipeline that are in Class 3 that are not also in a high consequence area.  High consequence area means an area established by one of the methods summarized below.  SoCalGas and SDG&E utilize the second approach, known as “method 2”, for segments of pipeline to identify High Consequence Areas.  As a result some Class 3 pipeline is not identified as HCA. 
The first approach is defined in Subpart A-General, 192.5, and classifies pipeline locations using “class location units”, which are areas that extend 220 yards on either side of the centerline of any contiguous 1 mile length of pipe.  

Class designations for the Class location are summarized as follows: 

Location Class 1 – An offshore area or any location class unit that has 10 or fewer buildings intended for human occupancy.

Location Class 2 – A location class unit that has more than 10 but less than 46 buildings intended for human occupancy.

Location Class 3 – A location class unit that has 46 or more buildings intended for human occupancy or is an area where the pipeline lies within 100 yards (300 feet) of any of the following:

· A building, such as an office building, store, school, church, hospital or theater, that is occupied by 20 or more persons on at least 5 days a week for 10 weeks in any 12-month period (the days and weeks need not be consecutive).

· A small well-defined outside area, such as a playground, outdoor theater, recreation or other place of public assembly, that is occupied by 20 or more persons on at least 5 days a week for 10 weeks in any 12-month period (the days and weeks need not be consecutive).

· When a cluster of buildings intended for human occupancy requires a Class 3 location, the location class unit ends 220 yards (200 meters) from the nearest building in the cluster.

Location Class 4 – A location class unit where buildings with four or more stories above ground are prevalent – four-story buildings are common in the area. A Class 4 location ends 220 yards (200 meters) from the nearest building with four or more stories above ground.
The second approach is defined in Subpart O-Gas Transmission Pipeline Integrity Management, 192.903 and classifies pipelines as being in a high consequence area (HCA).  

High consequence area means an area established by one of the methods summarized as follows:

(1) An area defined as—

(i) A Class 3 location; or
(ii) A Class 4 location; or

(iii) Any area in a Class 1 or Class 2 location where the potential impact radius is greater than 660 feet (200 meters), and the area within a potential impact circle contains 20 or more buildings intended for human occupancy; or

(iv) Any area in a Class 1 or Class 2 location where the potential impact circle contains an identified site.

(2) The area within a potential impact circle containing—

(i) 20 or more buildings intended for human occupancy, unless the exception in paragraph (4) applies; or

(ii) An identified site.

Identified site means each of the following areas:

(a) An outside area or open structure that is occupied by twenty (20) or more persons on at least 50 days in any twelve (12)-month period. (The days need not be consecutive.) Examples include but are not limited to, beaches, playgrounds, recreational facilities, camping grounds, outdoor theaters, stadiums, recreational areas near a body of water, or areas outside a rural building such as a religious facility; or

(b) A building that is occupied by twenty (20) or more persons on at least five (5) days a week for ten (10) weeks in any twelve (12)-month period. (The days and weeks need not be consecutive.) Examples include, but are not limited to, religious facilities, office buildings, community centers, general stores, 4-H facilities, or roller skating rinks; or

(c) A facility occupied by persons who are confined, are of impaired mobility, or would be difficult to evacuate. Examples include but are not limited to hospitals, prisons, schools, day-care facilities, retirement facilities or assisted-living facilities.

RESPONSE DAO4-1(b):
Please see response to question DAO4-1(a).
RESPONSE DAO4-1(c):
SoCalGas and SDG&E identify location class and high consequence areas in accordance with the code.  In response to the Commission’s directive to apply the NTSB recommendations to PG&E to the SoCalGas and SDG&E system, the number of miles of pipeline meeting the NTSB’s criteria was identified in February 2011.  As shown in Table IV-4, 1,616 miles of transmission pipeline meet the NTSB’s criterion.  Of this, 284 are not within a high consequence area, and are within Class 3.   
All transmission pipelines are maintained in accordance with 49 CFR 192.  These requirements include maintenance and inspection activities that apply to all pipelines in all Class locations and both HCA and non-HCA.  Additional activities are required for pipelines within an HCA.
RESPONSE DAO4-1(d):
Please see response to DAO4-1(c).
RESPONSE DAO4-1(e):

The 21% is calculated by dividing the 284 miles by the total miles of HCA, which is 1,356 miles and can be found in Table IV-2.
RESPONSE DAO4-1(f):
All transmission pipelines are maintained in accordance with 49 CFR 192.  These requirements include maintenance and inspection activities that apply to all pipelines in all Class locations and both HCA and non-HCA.  Additional activities are required for pipelines within an HCA. 
RESPONSE DAO4-1(g):
All costs for operations and maintenance of pipeline facilities and infrastructure are captured in the appropriate FERC account, as defined in the FERC Uniform System of Accounts.  In addition cost centers are used to help designate the area in which work was completed.  Maintenance and inspection costs are NOT recorded on a segment by segment basis.   Therefore maintenance and inspection costs specific to the 284 miles noted here is not available.   The cost to operate and maintain these segments is recorded along with all other transmission FERC defined costs.  
RESPONSE DAO4-1(h):

Please see response to DAO4-1(g).
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