Program Title:  Statewide Crosscutting Emerging Technologies

I. Program Overview

The Statewide Emerging Technologies (ET) program is an information-only program that seeks to accelerate the introduction of energy efficient technologies, applications, and analytical tools that are not widely adopted in California.  The program addresses all market segments, and is composed of two parts:  Demonstration & Information Transfer, and the Emerging Technologies Coordinating Council (ETCC).  Program technology assessment projects activities focuses on near commercial and commercial energy efficient applications with low market penetration.  The projects help to measure, verify, analyze, and document the potential energy savings and demand reduction of specific applications in different market segments.  Information Transfer efforts disseminate project results, and are customized to the targeted markets.  The ETCC is a statewide information exchange and coordination effort between the investor owned utilities and the California Energy Commission’s (CEC) Public Interest Energy Research (PIER) program.  Program efforts to select technology applications for assessment projects include working with PIER, as well as, but not limited to, members of the research and design communities, manufacturers, energy efficiency advocates, customer groups, universities, professional societies, national laboratories, government agencies, engineering firms, and industry and trade groups.

II. Program Summary

In compliance with Decision (D.) 03-01-038, all accomplishments will apply toward 2003 program targets.

1. Total program budget = $788,876 *

Expenditures to date = $71,215

* This is the program budget SoCalGas submitted on November 4, 2002, to the Commission.  SoCalGas has submitted, on May 12, 2003, its Corrections to Commission Decision (D.) 03-04-055 requesting clarification on the correct program budget.  SoCalGas will update this budget accordingly in the PY 2003 Energy Efficiency Programs Second Quarter Report.

2. Total net demand reduction and energy savings

Categorized as an information program consistent with the California Public Utilities Commission’s 2002 Energy Efficiency Policy Manual.

3. Total number of customers served

The Statewide Emerging Technologies program focuses on information about and the promotion of emerging technologies to all customers.

4. Projected and actual number of units: 

Please refer to tables in the corresponding program workbook.  

5. Total rebate ($) paid:

Not applicable to this information program.

III. Program Implementation Status

1. Status of program delivery

In compliance with D.03-01-038, the 2002 program was extended through the first quarter of 2003.  The program staff is pursuing new ET application assessments and coordinating activities with the California IOUs and the CEC PIER program through the ETCC.

2. Customer Enrollment

The program does not use application forms to enlist customers in the program.  Due to the nature of the program and the limited number of customer site demonstrations, customized agreements are negotiated with each customer for each project.

3. Workbook

Program staff was engaged in the planning and development of many demonstration projects for several different customer segments during the quarter as well as participation in ETCC activities.  Please refer to Section IV and informational tables included in Attachment A for additional details about program expenditures and areas of activity.

4. Training

The program did not sponsor nor conduct training during the quarter.

5. Marketing

The program did not produce any new external marketing products during the quarter.  The ETCC maintains a website at http://www.ca-etcc.com where the statewide ET program meeting minutes and the ET database are available.

6. Hard-to-Reach

The program does not have specific goals for the hard-to-reach market segments.  In general, the information the program generates through its demonstration activities tends to benefit all customers.  One of the aims of an ET program is to explore the applications a new technology has in various market segments in an effort to characterize the widest possible deployment opportunities.  Thus the program seeks opportunities to host appropriate demonstration projects at hard-to-reach customer sites.

IV. Program Accomplishments

ETCC Activities
The ETCC met once during the first quarter on March 26th at the Southern California Gas Company’s (SCG) Energy Resource Center (ERC) in Downey. Topics covered included PIER supported lighting controls R&D, the commercial kitchen ventilation lab being built at the ERC, and energy impacts of transforming the Dry Cleaners to alternative forms of professional garment care.
SoCalGas Company Activities

For the most part, due to budget uncertainties, most of the activity at SCG centered on the advancement of projects funded by PY 2002 commitments. The projects we collected data from involved new infrared burner systems, ultra low NOx burners for fire tube boilers, new gas fired chillers and microturbine distributed generation systems described in previous reports. Progress was made in three activities connected with our Energy Resource Center by the end of the quarter: the Baking and Ventilation Lab was 75% completed; the solar photovoltaic demonstration was 90% completed; and preparation for a retro-commissioning design charette for the ERC was well underway.

V. Program Challenges

None encountered to date.

VI. Customer Disputes

None.

VII. Compliance Items

The following list itemizes the various regulatory compliance items issued by the California Public Utilities Commission directly relating to this program.

Decision 03-01-038, Ordering Paragraph 3, states:

“To prevent service disruption, we authorize the IOUs whose programs will expire at the end of 2002 to continue those programs through March 31, 2003, using Public Goods Charge collections from that period, in the amounts set forth in the body of this decision.  If the Commission issues a decision on 2003 program applications prior to that time, this “bridge funding” shall expire upon issuance of that decision.  If the IOUs incur expenses in 2003 before the Commission issues this decision, they should track those expenses and account for such expenses in their reports to the Commission on first quarter 2003 program results.  The IOUs can request recovery of these expenditures through their respective PGC energy efficiency balancing accounts.”

Response:  

The IOUs continued the 2002 programs through March 31, 2003.  Expenses prior to the issuance of the decision and bridge funding expenditures through March 31, 2003 are reported in each program’s text and Workbook.

Decision 03-01-038, Ordering Paragraph 4, states:

“The IOUs shall include the program accomplishments achieved during the bridge funding period toward the cumulative goals of their 2003 programs.”

Response:

All accomplishments during the bridge funding period will be included toward the cumulative goals of the 2003 programs.

Decision 03-03-028, Ordering Paragraph 1, states:

“To prevent program disruption, we authorize the utilities whose programs expire at the end of 2002 to continue those programs beyond March 31, 2003, using Public Goods Charge collections from associated periods, in the amounts set forth in the body of this decision.”

Response:

The IOUs continued the 2002 programs beyond March 31, 2003.

Decision 03-03-028, Ordering Paragraph 2, states:

“The utilities are hereby authorized additional bridge funding at a level of 7% a month against the total 2003 utility funding amounts set forth in Decision (D.) 03-01-038 so that the bridge funding, plus funding for new 2003 programs, equal the total amounts described in D. 03-01-038.”

Response: 

The IOUs continued the 2002 programs using the additional bridge funding at the level specified.

